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Following is a more complete expression, adapted to the example at hand, and shown with familiar options 
in place (unfamiliar options are annotated):

Figure 4.8  Strip Chart
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Displays strips vertically instead of horizontally 

Adds a small amount of random noise to 
data points so that they do not overlap

The strip chart adds clarity and detail to the union07-region relationship (Figure 4.8). We can see why the mean 
comparison analysis returned interregional differences in the level of unionization. Yet, we can also see interesting 
variation within regions.

EXERCISES

1.	 (Dataset: nes. Variables: jobs.spending, partyid7, wt.) Here is a widely observed difference between Demo-
crats and Republicans: Democrats are more likely than Republicans to favor government spending. Is this 
difference borne out by the data? Dataset nes contains the numeric variable jobs.spending, which measures 
respondents’ spending opinions on a scale that runs from 0 (oppose government spending) to 12 (support 


